
HEALTH POLICY

Coordination of Care Through the ED: In� uencing Costs, Recidivism and Health Outcomes 
(Colin C. Rorrie, Jr. Lecture)
WE-229 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Chad Kessler, MD, MHPE, FACEP (Moderator); Stephen H. Anderson, MD, FACEP; Maria Raven, MD, MPH, FACEP
Wednesday, 10/28/2015 / 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM

  “We don’t need to build a moat in front of our departments, we need a back door that actually leads some-
where.”  By using new tools to coordinate inpatient and outpatient care, we can save money and improve 
outcomes for our patients. Identi� cation and case management of super-utilizers has been shown to impact 
overdose deaths, decrease mental health recidivism and set primary care colleagues up for success. In a 
land � xated on goals of zero readmission rates, care coordination could be the most in� uential tool.

Doubling Down: Emerging Compliance Risks and Strategies for the Hidden Traps for the Un-
wary
TU-153 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Edward R. Gaines, III, JD, CCP
Tuesday, 10/27/2015 / 1:30 PM - 2:20 PM

  The Of� ce of Inspector General (OIG) has taken aim at EMR risks such as “cut and paste” and “prompt-
ing”, in addition to evaluating the error rates of E/M coding, including the ED E/Ms. Understanding the under-
lying causes and concerns of the federal agencies is the critical � rst step in mitigating risks. In this session, 
EM physicians will gain an understanding of the key requirements needed to effectively develop, implement 
and monitor a health care compliance program in two parts: 1) in accordance with all regulatory requirements 
regarding the HITECH and HIPAA legislation and 2) in accordance with billing, claims � ling and revenue cycle 
management.

How the “Choosing Wisely” Campaign Could Change Your Practice
WE-220 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Kevin M. Klauer, DO, EJD, FACEP
Wednesday, 10/28/2015 / 9:00 AM - 9:50 AM

  As part of the “Choosing Wisely” campaign, more than 50 medical specialty organizations have contribut-
ed lists of “things patients and physicians should question” to encourage discussion of medical interventions 
which may be unnecessary, or even potentially harmful. ACEP has contributed, and the lists covers appropri-
ate utilization of a wide range of interventions. What impact are these lists having on emergency medicine? 
Should “Choosing Wisely” be changing your practice?  Join the discussion to learn more about the lists, and 
how they may be changing your patient’s perspective and may soon change your practice.

ICD-10 at the Bedside
TU-121 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Michael A. Granovsky, MD, CPC, FACEP
Tuesday, 10/27/2015 / 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM

  ICD-10  is scheduled to be implemented on October 1st. How will the transition go for EDs and EPs across 
the country? What strategies can you implement to improve your documentation, coding and billing utilizing 
ICD-10? This case-based survey of the changes will help you optimize your everyday practice.
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Policy Frontiers in End-of-Life Care
WE-234 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Kate Aberger, MD, FACEP; Stephen K. Epstein, MD, MPP, FACEP
Wednesday, 10/28/2015 / 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM

  Even before the 2009 coining of the term “death panels,” discussion of end-of-life care has been ethically 
and politically complicated. However, there is strong evidence that costs of care at the end of life are a major 
driver of high healthcare spending in the US. What policy measures might be taken to ensure that patients 
are able to express their preferences at the end of life? Which existing laws help or hinder efforts to increase 
value and patient autonomy for patients with terminal illnesses? How can emergency physicians help advance 
this debate, both at the point-of-care with patients and in the policy arena?

Presidential Q&A: How Changes in Health Policy Will Shape the Future of Emergency Medi-
cine
WE-267 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Jay A. Kaplan, MD, FACEP; Steven J. Stack, MD, FACEP
Wednesday, 10/28/2015 / 1:30 PM - 2:20 PM

  For the � rst time in the history of the American Medical Association, this year an emergency physician will 
serve as President.  Steve Stack, the President of the AMA, and Drs. Jay Kaplan & Mike Gerardi, the Presi-
dent/Past President of ACEP, will provide a brief introduction to the policy issues that we will face this year in 
emergency medicine, then take time to answer your questions about how changes in policy will be shaping 
your practice for the years to come.

Quality Update from the Experts: An Advanced Guide to What’s New in Quality and Patient 
Safety
TU-168 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Jeremiah Schuur, MD, MHS, FACEP
Tuesday, 10/27/2015 / 3:30 PM - 4:20 PM

  What will come next from the regulators in Washington?  If you are a leader in quality and safety issues, 
you won’t want to miss this update from the experts on the rules and regulations that will impact your bottom 
line.

Revving up RVUs! Update on Reimbursement FAQs
MO-44 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Michael A. Granovsky, MD, CPC, FACEP
Monday, 10/26/2015 / 1:30 PM - 2:20 PM

  ACEP has an exhaustive list of frequently asked questions on emergency medicine reimbursement that is 
reviewed and re� ned annually. The speaker will respond to FAQs on topics such as coding and billing for ul-
trasound, ECGs, x-rays, moderate sedation, teaching physicians, and mid-level providers. Real-life examples 
to illustrate the intricacies behind the importance of correct documentation will be provided.

RVU Killers: The Most Common Reimbursement Documentation Errors
MO-76 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Michael A. Granovsky, MD, CPC, FACEP
Monday, 10/26/2015 / 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM

  We all know the axiom, “If it isn’t written, it wasn’t done.” To attain the appropriate medical record and 
obtain the correct reimbursement, it is important that documentation is as accurate as possible. The speaker 
will outline many of the most common documentation errors, including errors of omission and errors of com-
mission that may lead to trouble from governmental and private payers.
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Stacking the Deck: Why Health Care Exchanges are Like a Giant Game of Jenga
TU-107 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Edward R. Gaines, III, JD, CCP
Tuesday, 10/27/2015 / 9:00 AM - 9:50 AM

  The Affordable Care Act (ACA) Health Insurance Exchanges opened for enrollment in all 50 states on 
October 1, 2013, and are expected to continue to expand in the future. As EM practices navigate the evolving 
insurance marketplace, along with statewide regulations, payment bundling, and diminishing collections from 
new payer populations, our business models become comparable to a giant game of Jenga, requiring stra-
tegic solutions to deal with the onslaught.  Come join an interactive session of discussing these issues as we 
pull each issue as a Jenga block from a stack.

Strengthen Your Core: An In-Depth Introduction to Core Measures and PQRS
TH-334 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Rawnica Ruegner, MD, FACEP
Thursday, 10/29/2015 / 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM

  In 1999, the Joint Commission began gathering information on core measures to improve patient care. 
Since then, core measures have evolved into the Speci� cations Manual for National Hospital Inpatient Quality 
Measures, and are used by both the Joint Commission and CMS. The Physician Quality Reporting System 
also provides payment modi� cations to providers who report data on particular quality measures. Reviewing 
measure requirements can be cumbersome and overwhelming. This course will simplify the measures per-
taining to emergency medicine, and discuss recent updates in the speci� cations.

Transitions of Care: Best Practices for the Handoff
TH-346 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Richard E. Wolfe, MD, FACEP (Moderator); Stephen K. Epstein, MD, MPP, FACEP; Carrie D. Tibbles, MD
Thursday, 10/29/2015 / 11:00 AM - 11:50 AM

  The ED is a complex work environment, and for any given patient, there are a multitude of opportunities 
for transitions of care. These transitions have been identi� ed by a number of organizations, including the Joint 
Commission and the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services, as a high-risk time and an opportunity for 
providers to improve their processes and thus provide increased quality and safety of care. The panel will 
identify strategies that make handoffs successful, and provide information and resources that can be used to 
improve transitions of care in your ED.

Washington Update - From the School of Political Advocacy
WE-250 / 1 Hour
Faculty: Gordon Wheeler
Wednesday, 10/28/2015 / 12:30 PM - 1:20 PM

  Emergency providers are the only providers who work 24-7 to see any patient with an acute need, regard-
less of their ability to pay. You know this. Does your Senator know this? If not, they should! Attend this course 
to learn about the key advocacy issues for emergency physicians and emergency patients at the state and 
federal levels in 2014 and beyond. Leave the course with an action plan for how to develop a relationship with 
your legislators and work with your colleagues to advance the critical advocacy agenda for emergency medi-
cine.


